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Submission to the Ontario Standing Committee on Finance 
and Economic Affairs Regarding Pre-Budget Consultations – 
Meeting in Ottawa, Ontario on January 22, 2015 
 

The Federation of Urban Neighbourhoods of Ontario Inc. recognizes the significant fiscal 
challenges facing the Government of Ontario. We also believe that maintaining the 
highest standards of health care and education are critical to future of Ontario, and are 
required for keeping and attracting business. Recognizing this, our organization offers 
the following recommendations for inclusion in the budget. 
 

Urban Infrastructure 
 

 Past downloading onto urban governments has created serious problems for 
municipalities attempting to maintain their infrastructure. High functioning infrastructure is 
another key requirement to attracting and keeping businesses in Ontario. The provincial 
government should provide increased funding and support for urban areas to maintain 
and enhance their facilities, with an emphasis on “green” infrastructure. 
 

Greenbelt Highway 
 

The Government created the Greenbelt around Toronto to preserve the land and protect 
the Toronto watershed. The proposal as reported in the Jan. 2 edition of the Toronto Star 
(http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2015/01/02/proposed_highway_to_pave_parts_of_gre
enbelt_proving_controversial.html)  to build a new highway from Vaughan to Milton 
through the Greenbelt and prime farmland  would devastate the Greenbelt, foster 
increased reliance on automobiles, and promote sprawl. This is diametrically opposed to 
the intensification policy which the Government strongly supports as a way to reduce 
costs and protect agricultural land. This proposed highway should be scrapped and the 
money redirected to repairing infrastructure, improving public transit and reducing the 
deficit. 
 

Affordable/Assisted Housing 
 

The deterioration of public housing stock in Ontario and the lack of affordable family 
housing in our municipalities are urgent problems that must be addressed. Many 
colleges and universities also need to improve access to good quality student housing. 
The Ontario and Federal Governments must increase funding for housing. Non-equity 
co-ops should also be promoted as a sustainable long term resource for affordable 
housing. 
 

Alternative Health Accommodation 
 

A shortage of convalescent and long term care facilities means hospital beds (costing 
two or three times as much) are being used by patients who should be accommodated in 
the community. The Government should make creation of alternative care facilities a top 
priority; it will provide significant health-care cost savings. 
 

Public Transportation 
 

With the growing impact of climate change, the need is urgent to shift public resources 
away from cars and roads towards integrated public transportation systems, including 
subway, light rail, intercity rail and buses. Urban/suburban sprawl, with its proliferation of 
private automobile-based transportation, is unsustainable. We must reduce our 
dependence on fossil fuels. Major new funding is required immediately to maintain and 
improve our public transportation systems, with an emphasis on replacing fossil fuel use 
with electric vehicles. 
 

Municipal Property Assessment Corporation 
 

The current property tax system costs well over $100 million to administer, yet delivers a 
significant number of inaccurate results according to the Provincial Auditor. The Province 
should replace the Current Value Assessment system with one that is fair, consistent, 
predictable and easy to understand, and that costs significantly less to administer. 
 

Need for Appropriate Taxation 
 
New sources of revenue must be explored if Ontario is to maintain its infrastructure at 
the same time as it reduces its deficit. As much as possible, this should be done using 
progressive approaches based on ability to pay. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Archie Campbell, President and Don Stewart, Treasurer 


