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Submission to the Ontario Standing Committee on Finance and 

Economic Affairs Pre-Budget Consultations January 2014 

 
The Federation of Urban Neighbourhoods of Ontario Inc. wishes to raise the following 

concerns which we hope will be addressed in the upcoming Ontario Budget.  

Urban Infrastructure: Past downloading onto urban governments has created serious problems 

for cities attempting to maintain their infrastructure. The recent ice storm has dramatically 

highlighted the need for repairs and improvements to critical infrastructure such as hydro lines. 

The provincial government should provide increased funding and support for urban areas with 

emphasis on “green” infrastructure. Improved emergency planning and preparedness should also 

be prioritized. 

Affordable/Assisted Housing: The deterioration of Ontario’s public housing stock and the lack 

of affordable family housing in our cities is a problem that must be addressed. Many colleges and 

universities also need to improve access to good-quality student housing. The Ontario and Federal 

Governments must increase funding for housing. Non-equity co-ops should also be promoted as a 

sustainable long-term resource for affordable housing. 

Public Transportation: With the dual threats of “peak oil” and climate change, the need is 

urgent to shift public resources away from highways towards integrated public transportation 

systems, including subway, light rail, intercity rail, buses and shipping. Urban/suburban sprawl, 

with its proliferation of private automobile-based transportation is unsustainable.  We must work 

to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. Major new funding is required immediately to maintain 

and improve Ontario’s public transportation systems. 

Environment: Efforts to Reduce, Reuse and Recycle must be increased. Greater financial 

penalties must be levied on resource-wasters and polluters, and more incentives given to promote 

environmental best practices. Capital funding should be made available to municipalities for 

green initiatives, including land acquisition for conservation purposes. The phase-out of 

incandescent bulbs will significantly increase the number of compact florescent bulbs being 

used. CFC bulbs must be recycled to keep them and their mercury content out of landfills, yet 

currently only about one-third are recycled. The province should implement a deposit-and-return 

system for CFC bulbs, similar to that which has worked so successfully for beer and wine bottles. 

Energy: There must be shifts to wiser use of our energy sources – sun, wind, water, nuclear and 

fossil fuels. Financial incentives are needed to spur development of alternatives to reduce our 

dependence on fossil fuels. We must increase our utilization of energy sources that do not 

increase global warming/climate change. We must reserve our rapidly depleting natural gas 

supplies for heating homes rather than producing electricity or processing oil sands bitumen to 

produce more gasoline for automobiles. The diversion of corn crops from production of food to 

production of ethanol is wasting land, water and fertilizer. The knowledge and technology already 

exists to dramatically reduce energy use. We have been encouraged that the Ontario Government 

has been a leader in supporting a shift to these solutions. 

Protection of Lands and Water: It is becoming increasingly evident that global warming and 

“peak oil” will make it increasingly difficult to produce sufficient food to supply North America, 

let alone the whole world. Every subdivision built on farmland is a threat to future food security. 

Water is the key to life on our planet and must be safeguarded. More and more of our 

underground water resources are being used for irrigation or bottled water for sale. Much of this 

use is both unwise and unnecessary. At the very least, water drawn for bottling should be taxed or 

permitted at a price that reflects its true value. Lowering of the water table in many areas needs to 

be halted and reversed. 

Municipal Property Assessment Corporation: The current property tax system costs well over 

$100 million to administer, yet delivers a significant number of inaccurate results according to the 

Provincial Auditor. The Province should replace the Current Value Assessment system with one 

that costs significantly less to run while providing a property tax system that is fair, consistent, 

predictable and easy to understand. 

 

Need for Appropriate Taxation: New sources of revenue must be explored if Ontario is to 

maintain its infrastructure at the same time as it reduces the deficit.  

 

The Federation of Urban Neighbourhoods of Ontario looks forward to working with the 

Ontario Government to improve our future. Our Member Associations from all across 

Ontario are able to provide insights into policies and legislation being considered by the 

Government and are pleased to cooperate with the Government and staff in its consultations 

on such matters as we have done in the past. 
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